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New logo to celebrate 25 years
WITH Secret World Wildlife Rescue celebrating its 
silver jubilee in 2017, we are pleased to present a 
new logo to mark the occasion. As well as the silver 
colour, you may note the changed angle of the 
swan’s wings as it is about to take off, quite 
appropriate as we move to the next stage of the 
charity’s development.

Proud moment
AT the end of 2016, Secret World Wildlife 
Rescue reached the finals of the prestigious 
Somerset Business Awards in the Charity of 
the Year category. As well as being delight-
ed with this achievement, we received £575 
in donations on the night of the awards.

Contents

Adoption updates
WE have changed the way we send information to sup-
porters that have taken out adoptions at Secret World. 
Updates on the animals are now included in this 36-page 
newsletter. Thank you for your continued support.

COVER PHOTO: VICTORIA HILLMAN
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I hope you will find the contents of 
this edition interesting and informa-
tive. There are updates on our deer, 
hedgehogs and badgers, details of 
how you can get involved in some ex-
traordinary fundraising at Easter, and 
tales of successful releases from 2016.

Since I arrived at Secret World last 
summer, we have made some signifi-
cant changes to the charity’s structure 
and methods of operation. Here, I will 
explain those changes and give you the 
rationale for the thinking behind them. 

I would like to take this opportunity 
to recognise the commitment of our 
staff and volunteer team who have 
adapted to the changes so well, mean-
ing the care we are able to afford the 
animals went uninterrupted during the 
changes, and our new (albeit tempo-
rary) facilities allow us to provide even 
better care. 

In making the decisions I have 

eluded to, you can be assured that 
the focus is always to safeguard the 
future of Secret World Wildlife Res-
cue, to make it a safe, compliant and 
financially sound charity that is able to 
continue serving British wildlife. 

Change in rescue service
For the last 25 years, Secret World 

Wildlife Rescue has provided a rescue, 
rehabilitation and release service 
for wild animals in the South West. 
During this time, the charity has grown 
enormously and now cares for more 
than 5,000 animals a year. Part of the 
service provided by Secret World has 
been a 24/7 rescue service, manned 
by staff and volunteers. After consid-
ering the safety of those involved in 
night-time rescues and assessing the 
financial commitment that would be 
needed to make the activity both safe 
and legally compliant, we decided to 

Welcome

Hello, and welcome to our spring 
newsletter Wildlives at the start of 
our 25th anniversary.  Secret World 
has come a long way since 1992, 
and this year gives us the chance 
to celebrate that history whilst 
planning for continued successes in 
the future.
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cease this element of our activity at 
the end of January.

We are of course still undertaking 
rescues and collections of animals dur-
ing the day and will remain open for 
this service to admit casualty animals 
and to provide telephone advice from 
8am to 8pm, 365 days of the year.  

Our website provides information on 
the emergency care of sick and injured 
wildlife and we hope to expand this 
resource further over the coming year. 

When animals require immediate 
attention overnight, the nearest veter-
inary practice should be contacted. All 
veterinary surgeons have a profession-
al responsibility to provide 24-hour 
emergency care for all animals, includ-
ing wildlife. Secret World has written 
to all local practices to remind them 
of this responsibility and to provide 
additional support in the form of an 

information sheet on triage and first 
aid in wildlife casualties. Following ap-
propriate veterinary care, Secret World 
will take on suitable cases the next 
morning for further treatment, rehabil-
itation and release, as appropriate.

Temporary facilities
Late last year, concerns over the 

structural integrity and electrical sys-
tem safety in the parts of the old farm 
buildings we were using as offices 
and animal hospital rooms led us to 
relocate our operations to temporary 
portable buildings in the car park on 
site. We have fitted out the new animal 
hospital rooms really well and the 
casualties now benefit from warm, eas-
ily cleanable accommodation. These 
new buildings will last us for three 
years while we prepare plans for a new 
animal treatment and rehabilitation 

Mean and clean...  the new hospital facilities are very practical

4 Secret World – Celebrating 25 years of helping British wildlife
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centre and start to raise funds specif-
ically for this exciting new project – 
watch this space!

Resident animals
Over the years, numerous animals 

have found themselves resident at 
Secret World. Whilst we have provided 
them with the best care possible, we 
have to recognise that keeping resi-
dents isn’t something that the charity 
was set up to do, and the funds we 
spend on their upkeep serves to limit 
our ability to provide rehabilitative 

care to the casualties we prepare for 
release. With this in mind, we are look-
ing for other organisations with the 
structure, space and financial capac-
ity to care for some of our residents 
for us. I must stress that none of our 
animals will move anywhere unless 
the quality of life at their new home is 
equal to or better than that which is 
provided by Secret World. 

Yours,

David Foulds, CEO

I first became aware of Secret World when teaching wildlife care and 
rehabilitation at the University of Bristol. Pauline kindly agreed to 
host the students for a day so that they could learn first-hand about 
the practicalities of rescuing, rehabilitating and releasing wildlife. 
When the opportunity arose to volunteer as a trustee, I knew enough 
about the charity to be sure that this was an organisation I wanted to 
support. I have now been a trustee for one year, and although it has 
been a time of change for the chari-
ty and some difficult decisions have 
had to be made in order to ensure 
long-term sustainability, I have really 
enjoyed getting to know the Secret 
World team and helping to plan the 
way forward. Being a trustee can be 
challenging because we are ultimate-
ly accountable for ensuring compli-
ance with the law, including Charity 
Commission regulations, and making 
sure that the charity’s operations are 
financially sustainable. However, it is 
also incredibly rewarding. 

Michelle Barrows, Trustee
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STAFF and volunteers as usual have 
coped well with the need to move into 
portacabins because of the deterio-
rating state of the old farm buildings. 
It’s not always a bad thing to have to 
move as it’s amazing how much you 
can accumulate over the years that 
really isn’t necessary to keep.

The new fencing has tidied up the 

look at the centre but it will be good 
when the daffodils start to appear to 
brighten the days with a promise of 
summer. 

It has been difficult to keep all the 
domestic poultry under cover because 
of the threat of bird flu. With a fresh 
outbreak reported recently, it will be 
sometime before they can have their 

Spring is in the air

“Spring, thankfully, is just around 
the corner. Winter is always a de-
pressing time, but with the many 
changes that have been so neces-
sary, it has made life even harder,” 
says Secret World founder Pauline 
Kidner. 

6 Secret World – Celebrating 25 years of helping British wildlife
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freedom again. The peacocks, being 
practically impossible to catch, are 
finding it a bit quiet! 

Although we think that the orphan 
season will be starting soon, it was 
only two years ago that we received 
a phone call from someone in Worle 
saying that they had a badger follow-
ing them down the high street. This is 
usually a sign that it could be a cub, 
but in January you wouldn’t expect 
badger cubs even to be born let alone 
up above ground. 

One of our volunteers went out and, 
to our amazement, it was a 12-14 
week old badger cub that must have 
been born in October (just goes to 
show that badgers don’t read refer-
ence books). We were told that there 
was a badger sett close to where the 
cub was found, so we went out to 
survey it. On watching the sett, it was 

discovered that three sibling cubs 
were emerging from the sett and as it 
was January, there was no food availa-
ble to them.

Luckily, a member of staff lived near-
by and we returned the cub (pictured) 
to the sett and food was supplied each 
night up until April. All cubs survived 
that period of time just to underline 
that wildlife can often change the rules!

7Wildlives  |  Spring 2017
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IMMY, Storm, Drift and Lorna have 
been with us for nearly a year now 
and are doing really well. Our release 
manager Tristan is currently looking at 
sites with a view of releasing them in 
the spring. 

The rehabilitation of otter cubs is a 
lengthy process, one of the longest and 
most costly. By the time Immy, Storm, 
Drift and Lorna move into their new 
home in the summer, they will have 
been at Secret World for 16 months. 

Because the rehabilitation process 
is so long, there is a risk of the otters 
becoming habituated and we need to 
provide them with constant enrichment. 

“Otters tend to stay with us for 15 
to 17 months which means they can 

all too easily become used to peo-
ple,” animal care supervisor Josie Nott 
explained. 

“To avoid this, we feed the otters at 
different times and come up with ways 
to entertain and stimulate them with-
out us actually being there. This is what 
we call enrichment. It is how we keep 
their minds active whilst enabling them 
to hone natural skills like swimming 
and fishing.”

Following an appeal on social media, 
our supporters kindly donated balls 
for the otters to play with. These have 
been brilliant to help them perfect 
their swimming. We also regularly hide 
their food in boxes filled with straw to 
encourage them to work for their food. 

Otter update

Last wash... Immy and Storm enjoy one last bath before moving to their outside holt
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You can support our work with otters for 
as little as £3 a month. Please fill out the 

form at the back of this newsletter.
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Spring is coming...
Otters are some of the most secre-
tive animals and it is quite exciting 
to come across them in the wild. It 
is in fact quite surprising that they 
should be found by people at all. 
They are particularly vulnerable 
to floods though so if you live 
near water and a storm strikes, 
like storm Imogen last year, keep 
an eye out for otters whose nest 

(holt) might have been disturbed 
by rising waters. 

How can you help?
Otter cubs are really expensive to 
rehabilitate. They eat fish, lots of 
it. Immy, Storm, Drift and Lorna 
currently consume four whole 
trout a day! They also eat a fair 
amount of minced meat. Your do-
nations help us fund their expen-
sive diet. To provide these playful 
creatures with enrichment, we 
are also always grateful to receive 
cardboard boxes, plastic dog toys 
or any wood logs you might have 
lying around.

Nearly there... Our otters will stay in the outdoor enclosure until their release in the summer 

otters helped   8
 18 months in our care before 

they can be released

2016 in numbers
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PRISCILLA was found in a garden in 
Bristol suffering from mange. She was 
brought to Secret World and, while in 
our care, she surprised everyone by 
giving birth to a litter of cubs. 

To give this little family the best 
possible start, our release team had 
to act quickly and set up a soft re-
lease pen in the garden where she’d 
been found. 

Her release back into the wild 
proved successful and Priscilla was 
seen coming back to the soft release 
pen to pick up each of her cubs one 

by one and move them to a den she 
had probably prepared when preg-
nant. We also set up a camera in the 
garden in the hope of catching imag-
es of Priscilla and her cubs again. 

We’re delighted to say that we have 
received images of a pair of foxes and 
on closer inspection, one of them has 
an uncanny resemblance to Priscilla. 
Of course, she is now sporting her 
beautiful winter coat but her ears are 
quite typical and easily recognisable. 
We don’t know if her companion was 
one of her cubs or a new mate but 
in any case, they looked positively 
healthy. 

Fox update

Sitting pretty... Priscilla (left) and friend, possibly her cub, six months after her release
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Priscilla and her cubs
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You can support our work with foxes for as 
little as £3 a month. Please fill out the form 

at the back of this newsletter.
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Spring is coming...
IF you live in an area populated 
by foxes, you will soon be treated 
to their mating calls at night. To 
the untrained ear, it may sound 
unsettling but there is really 
nothing to worry about. The cubs 
will start being born in March and 
that means orphan season will be 
upon us. Fox cubs tend to remain 
in their den for a few weeks so 
you shouldn’t come across them 
in the wild. However, should you 
encounter fox cubs that still have 
their eyes closed but are above 
ground, then something is amiss. 
Avoid picking up the animals 

yourself unless they are in imme-
diate danger. Instead, give us a call 
and we will try to ascertain if they 
are indeed orphans before taking 
them in. 

How can you help?
Fox cubs in our care tend to be 
fed puppy meat and puppy bis-
cuits and we are always grateful 
for donations. We also use talcum 
powder to clean them up and 
keep them dry. And finally, we go 
through a vast amount of Milton 
sterilising solution to clean all the 
equipment so those are always 
good to give as well. To  
provide these playful creatures 
with enrichment, we are also  
always grateful to receive dog toys 
or any wood logs you might have 
lying around.

Halfway house... Foxes at one of our soft release sites before their walk to freedom

foxes helped 93
 34 orphaned cubs 

hand-reared

2016 in numbers
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ANGEL and Flint came to us as cubs. 
They arrived separately but struck up 
a friendship while in rehabilitation at 
Secret World. After spending a few 
weeks in a pre-release enclosure, 
the pair, along with another three 
badgers, were sent to a release site in 
November with the help of one of our 
patrons, Simon King.

Over the course of his career, inter-
nationally renowned producer Simon 
King realised that the key to stopping 
the global degradation of the nat-

ural world was in educating people 
about wild creatures and their natural 
environment. With this in mind, he 
installed a live camera network within 
the 10-acre plot so that people could 
observe the day-to-day lives of the 
resident wildlife from anywhere and 
at any time. 

Thanks to Simon’s cameras, we 
know that three of the five badgers 
are still living in their artificial sett. It 
is possible that the other two might 
have integrated with another group 
of badgers that visit the site. 

In the next few weeks, our release 
manager Tristan 
will return to the 
site to set up a 
radio-frequency 
identification 
(RFID) scanner 
on a feeding 
station that will 
read the micro-
chips of the re-
leased badgers. 

This will help 
us to determine 
which of the 
badgers are still 
in the sett, and 
if the other two 
are still visiting 
the site.

Badger update

Nice and snug... The web-cam shows three badgers in their sett
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Angel and Flint
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You can support our work with badgers 
for as little as £3 a month. Please fill out 
the form at the back of this newsletter.
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Spring is coming...
BADGER cubs start appearing 
anytime from the end of January. 
If you spot a dead badger on the 
road, check for signs of a lactating 
female as that would be a strong 
indication that there might be 
orphans nearby. 

Young badger cubs tend to stay 
hidden in their sett. If you spot 
one out in broad daylight, that 
would also indicate that not all is 

well and we would advise you to 
get in touch with us for advice.

How can you help?
Each year we rescue and rehabili-
tate about 20 badger cubs who will 
spend seven to eight months with 
us and each will cost a minimum 
of £1,500 to wean and rehabilitate.  
Badgers cubs are fond of puppy 
meat and puppy biscuits so we are 
always grateful for any donation 
of those, particularly at this time 
of year. We also like to give them 
puppy chew toys for enrichment 
so those are always gratefully 
received too. 

All healthy and clean... Flint on the way to his release site

badgers helped 106
 27 orphaned cubs 

2016 in numbers
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Specialist courses 
at Secret World

Wildlife rehabilitation and release for veterinary professionals
Designed for veterinary surgeons, registered veterinary nurses, veterinary students 
and student veterinary nurses. Others who work in a veterinary environment  
(receptionists, animal care assistants etc.) will also find the course of interest.

11 June 2017 • £100

Course 1: 
Introduction to wildlife  
rescue and rehabilitation
The ethics of wildlife care and human 
intervention can impact on the casualty,  
other wildlife and people. We look at the 
kinds of equipment used to capture and 
rescue animals and examine the basic 
principle of orphan rearing.

2 April, 1 July, 1 Oct 2017 • £50

Course 2:  
Wildlife handling and care
How to handle animals in a safe and 
responsible way using protective 
equipment. The importance of hygiene. 
How to organise animal accommoda-
tion. Specific housing, feeding and care 
requirements for common birds and 
mammals. 

30 April, 28 Oct 2017 • £50

Course 3:  
Assessment and first aid  
in wildlife casualties
The course looks at how to make to 
make triage decisions, techniques for 
euthanasia. Principles of first aid and first 
aid techniques.   

5 Aug 2017 • £50

Course 4:  
Wildlife rehabilitation  
and release
Fitness for release. Pre-release assess-
ment, release criteria. Post-release 
monitoring techniques with practical 
sessions including trail cameras, RFID 
and artificial setts.

3 June, 12 Nov 2017 • £50

14 Secret World – Celebrating 25 years of helping British wildlife

For full course details, go to: 
www.secretworld.org
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Make a Will Week : 3-7 April

37 Boulevard, Weston-super-Mare
Contact Rebecca Parkman or

Katrina Bourton on 01934 413535

195-197 High St., Worle
Contact Beth Niblett on 01934 428811

To join Secret World’s Make a Will 
Week, please call the Weston- 

super-Mare or Worle office of Wards 
Solicitors and make an appointment 

with the staff listed here.

Please respect the solicitor’s generosity 
by donating a sum that reflects their 

time and expertise. Our suggested min-
imum donation is £95 for a single Will 

and £150 for a pair of mirror Wills.*

*If your Will is not ‘standard’ and requires 
specialist tax or legal advice, the solicitor will tell you 

and agree a fee with you before proceeding.

SECRET World is delighted to  
announce a new partnership with 
Wards Solicitors to allow our first-ever 
Make a Will Week to take place from  
3 to 7 April 2017. 

“We are strong believers in the value 
of the work done by the staff and 
volunteers at Secret World,” Rebecca 
Parkman of Wards said. “So we are 
very happy to be involved with this 
initiative and encourage all those 
supporters thinking of making a will to 
get in touch.”

Three solicitors at Wards are donat-
ing their time free of charge in return 
for supporters making a donation 
to Secret World. The recommended 
donations (shown below) are substan-
tially below the normal charges. And if 
you are able to Gift Aid your donation, 
then your contribution to helping  
Secret World would be even greater.

“Please consider leaving a  
legacy gift to Secret World.  

I know it will make such a differ-
ence to the animals in their care.”

– Valerie Singleton, Patron

15Wildlives  |  Spring 2017
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Volunteering
Top 3 reasons why volunteers join Secret World: 

How to get started as a volunteer...
IF you are considering volunteering for Secret World, or just wondering if this is for you, 
you can find out more in the following ways:

(i) Go to the Secret World website and look at the volunteer role profiles: 
 www.secretworld.org/volunteer

(ii) Call the volunteer co-ordinator: 01278 768704 (direct)
(iii) Email Duncan, the volunteer co-ordinator: <volunteer@secretworld.org>

To begin volunteering, you will need to complete an application form. To do this, you can…
(i) Go to the Secret World website, download a form from the volunteer  

 section, complete it and email it to <volunteer@secretworld.org>
(ii) Print off a copy, complete it and post it to Secret World Wildlife Rescue,  

 New Road, East Huntspill, Highbridge, Somerset TA9 3PZ. 
(iii) Drop into the centre and complete a form, any day from 8am to 8pm.

1 
“To help conserve  

native British Wildlife”

2 
“To learn  

something new.”

3 
“To meet people”

16 Secret World – Celebrating 25 years of helping British wildlife
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Nearly half of volunteers say volunteering 
has improved their physical health; 65% of 
25-34 year olds say volunteering helps them 
feel less stressed. It’s also a great way to gain 
employment – 56% of the current animal 
care staff were volunteers before they were 
employed. 

Community Champions
COULD you represent Secret World in your 
area and help with flyers and collection  
boxes? We are incredibly lucky to have 40 
Community Champions already helping to 
spread the word of our work in local commu-
nities. If you are interested in joining us, our 
next meeting is on 23 March. Contact Fund-
raising on 01278 768701 for more details.

Goodbye, Dave Pulley
IT is with great sadness that we mourn the passing of one of Secret 
World’s longer standing volunteers, Dave Pulley. One of our most  
experienced response drivers, Dave rescued 198 animals in 2016 alone. 
He also took charge 
of the parking at 
the charity’s Open 
Weekends, was part 
of the bird handling 
team and was heavily 
involved with release 
projects. He was a 
well-loved and hugely 
popular man who will 
be greatly missed by 
all at Secret World.

In 2016, 49,688 hours were given by volunteers to Secret World... 
... that’s  £357,759 in equivalent value at the minimum wage! 

Volunteer Consultative Group
ARE you an active volunteer at 
Secret World? Could you repre-
sent the views of your volunteer 
colleagues and engage positively 
with management and Trustees to 
drive through the changes needed 

to secure Secret World’s future?  
In the spring of 2017, we will be 
forming a consultative group to 

help shape Secret World and influ-
ence the way in which we operate. 

If you would like to be involved 
in this or would like to talk more 

about the role and the group, 
please send an email to  

david.foulds@secretworld.org

17Wildlives  |  Spring 2017
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WHETHER you’re a marathon run-
ner, mountain-climber, casual jogger, 
cake-baker or even a simple dog-walk-
er, you can still play a part in Secret 
World’s Silver Challenge as we aim to 
raise £80,000 from special events in 
our Silver Jubilee year.

Secret World has joined with Diverse 
Fine Food to make 2017 a year to 
remember for helping British wildlife. 
DFF directors Mark Wiltshire and Nicki 
Stewart (below) have set their target at 
£40,000 for the year and have signed 
up the help of their clients, suppliers 

and staff. Secret World, meanwhile, 
hope that enough supporters will join a 
challenge to match Team D’s sum.

The events kicked off in February with 
the Longleat 10K and incorporate doz-
ens of challenges around the region as 
well as premium events like the London 
and Berlin marathons.

Not athletic? No worries...
For those less athletic supporters that 

still want to get involved, fear not, we’re 
just asking you to take part in anything 
that you can get sponsored for, and set 
a minimum target of £100.

Other selected events include a bub-
ble rush, colour runs, long distance 
walks and family cycles. 

And if that still isn’t your cup of tea, 
then why not simply host a morning 
tea and fund-raise that way instead?

For full details of all the suggested 
events and how to sign up, please go 
to the Silver Challenge page on www.
secretworld.org.

 facebook.com/secretworldwildlife   @SWWR

www.secretworld.org
Rescue • Rehabilitate • Release
For more information, please contact us
tel 01278 783250 e-mail info@secretworld.org
Company number 4672215 and Charity number 1097119.

Amsterdam • Bath • Berlin • Blackhills • Bridgwater • Brighton 
Bristol • Burnham-on-Sea • Cardiff • Dorset • Exmoor • Frome 

Herepath • Jurassic Coast • Langport • London • Longleat 
Portishead • Scotland • Taunton • Weston-Super-Mare • Yeovil

Celebrating our Silver Jubilee!
Secret World Wildlife Rescue and Diverse Fine Food have teamed 
up to celebrate 25 years of caring for sick and injured wildlife.

Join in, sign up and choose from dozens of activities to help British wildlife.

• Visit www.secretworld.org/silver-challenge 
• Donate via text: “SWWR25 £10” to 70070

Family fun

...and much more!
Cycling

From 
families to 

serious athletes,  
there’s something 

for everyone!

Running

18 Secret World – Celebrating 25 years of helping British wildlife

Silver Challenge
A chance for everyone to 
get involved and help out
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Animal Tombola
FOR the last 18 years, 
Chris and Maggie Fry 
have been collecting 
stuffed animal toys for 
the very popular animal 
tombola that can be seen 
at each of Secret World’s 
major events. They regularly scour their local charity shops in Southampton, but 
simply can’t get enough, so they need your help to reach the 50-sack level to cov-
er the whole of 2017. If you have good quality toys, please bag them up and drop 
them into Secret World’s reception for the Tombola. Many thanks. Pictured here is 
volunteer Martin Jefferies manning the tombola. 

Jubilee Pathway
The Jubilee Pathway will 
wind its way through the 
garden area and up to the 
Bluebell Barn. Buying a 
brick will be a permanent 
record of your generosity 
in supporting our work, 
both educating people 
about wildlife and caring 
for sick, injured or or-
phaned wildlife. Each brick 
costs £50, and inscriptions 
can have up to 30 charac-
ters. For more information, 
please call 01278 783250 
or email fundraising@
secretworld.org

Rescues by area
Bath & Wiltshire 150

Bridgwater 750

Bristol / North Bristol 826

Burnham-on-Sea 352

Chard & Crewkerne 100

Evercreech 130

Glastonbury & Wells 150

Highbridge 380

Nailsea/Portishead 370

Somerton & Langport 90

South Bristol 368

Taunton 313

Watchet 75

Wedmore 65

Weston-super-Mare 708

Yeovil 250

Others  140

Total 5,217

Rescues by species
Amphibians & reptiles 19

Badgers 106

Bats 136

Birds of prey & owls 157

Corvids 377

Deer 42

Foxes 93

Garden birds 1,148

Gulls 440

Hares & rabbits 158

Hedgehogs 623

Mice/voles/moles/rats 201

Otters 8

Pigeons & doves 1,034

Water birds, inc swans 275

Others  400

Total 5,217

Secret World numbers in 2016
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Silver Easter Bonanza
14-17 April 2017

Join us for a cracking weekend as we 
celebrate 25 years of helping British wildlife

Opening times
Friday  – 10am-4pm 
Saturday  –  10am-8pm 

Sunday  – 10am-4pm 
Monday  – 10am-3pm

ANIMAL MAGIC
Learn about the animals we rescue and 
join in a craft activity in our animal tents:

• Hedgehog’s Hut

• Badger’s Sett

• Fox’s Den

• Otter’s ‘Ole

• Bat’s Cave

TALKS & ENCOUNTERS
Our experts will be on hand to give  
talks throughout the weekend:

• Hedgehogs

• Our Heritage and Future

• Birds of Prey

• Wild and Deadly with  
   Bug Fest (below)

ACTIVITIES
There’s something for all the family:

• Easter Treasure Hunt

• Fire walking (Saturday late pm)

• Axe throwing

• Face Painting

• Pie-Face Challenge

• Music, Bar & BBQ (Saturday late pm)

• Tombolas and games

• Food stalls

Secret World is carrying out alterations and improvements to the site that will limit the opportunity for animal encoun-
ters in ways that people may have experienced in the past. Visitors will not be able to view animals under rehabilitation in 
person but we aim to have live video feeds so you can see first hand some of the activities that are involved in their care.
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ORPHANED roe fawns Quince and 
Kiwi came to Secret World in May last 
year just a few days apart from each 
other and formed a friendship during 
their rehabilitation. 

Animal carers Josie and Jess worked 
to get these two back on their feet, 
and by September they were fully 
weaned and getting ready to return 
to the wild. 

In October, they were moved to 
their soft release pen, which is situat-

ed in a suitable rural habitat. 
“A soft release is when we put the 

animals in an outside enclosure on 
their new territory,” Josie explained. 
“Human interaction is kept to a min-
imum. We do this to get them used 
to their new environment, and so that 
they know where food, shelter and 
water are available. We then remove 
the enclosure perimeter, but we still 
provide them with food and water to 
ensure they have the best chance of 
survival.” 

“We don’t want them to become 
dependent on our food and water 
source though, so we give it at irreg-
ular intervals and slowly lessen the 
amount of food left out.”

The release site was equipped with 
camera traps so we could monitor 
their progress in the wild. Quince and 
Kiwi are still support-fed at the mo-
ment, and we can see on the camera 
footage that they do indeed return 
to the soft release area. They look 
healthy and happy, which shows that 
they are thriving in their new home.

The landowner also told us that he 
regularly sees Quince and Kiwi out 
and about and it looks like they have 
struck a friendship with two wild deer. 

We will soon go back out to the site 
and check that it remains suitable for 
potential future releases. 

Deer update

Fine friends... Quince and Kiwi at Secret World

22 Secret World – Celebrating 25 years of helping British wildlife

You can support our work with deer for as 
little as £3 a month. Please fill out the form 

at the back of this newsletter.
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Spring is coming...
We expect orphaned fawns will 
start coming in again in April/May. 
To prepare for these new arrivals 
we will work on kitting out the 
new paddock that was built last 
year. We will also be looking to kit 
out our temporary hospital rooms 
with all the equipment we need to 
nurture the orphans back to full 
health. It takes us on average four 
to five months to fully wean each 
fawn, and of all the animals we 
handle, deer are probably the most 
delicate. 

How can you help?
To feed roe fawns, we need baby 
bottles and baby teats... a lot of 
them! The fawns go through a fair 
few because they have the habit of 
chewing them. We also need jugs 
and hand whisks to prepare the 
feeds of Lamlac milk replacement. 
We use apples and carrots to wean 
the fawns, so if you have any wind-
fall apples or an excess of carrots 
in your garden, we’d be grateful 
for any donations. They eat a lot of 
natural trees and shrubs too. Such 
as hawthorn, willow, rose, black-
thorn, elder and oak. So if you are 
trimming your gardens back and 
have cuttings from these British 
trees, please feel free to drop them 
in to us. Thank you! 

Success story... Quince and Kiwi were successfully released in Gloucestershire

deer helped42
 5 orphaned fawns 

hand-reared

2016 in numbers

23Wildlives  |  Spring 2017

Spring 2017 newsletter layout - 32pp.indd   23 22/02/2017   18:54:04



LAST June, we welcomed four baby 
barn owls who were lovingly cared for 
by Trudi and by the end of Septem-
ber they were ready to be released. 

Finding suitable sites for releasing 
our birds and animals is a constant 
task for our Release Manager Tristan.  
In this case, we were lucky to work 
with the Cam Valley Wildlife Group 
who had a release site in mind.  

Tristan worked with André Fourni-
er from CVWG who had identified 
a potential site on a farm in Somer-
set.  We worked together to build an 

aviary to ‘soft release’ the owls, giving 
them time to acclimatise to their new 
surroundings before the final release.

Likely sightings of our owls by the 
farmer give us great hope that these 
four birds are now enjoying a full life 
back in the wild.  This was a really 
positive outcome and made possible 
by working closely with Cam Valley 
Wildlife Group and the farmer. 

The rescue, rehabilitation and 
release of British wildlife is something 
we need to work together on, and 
this is a wonderful example of groups 
coming together to achieve things 
that wouldn’t be possible without 
such great collaboration. 

Owl update

Success for our baby owls

Ready to rumble... Two of our barn babies start the next step of their journey
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You can support our work with owls for as 
little as £3 a month. Please fill out the form 

at the back of this newsletter.
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birds of prey helped157
 74 owls helped

2016 in numbers

Spring is coming...
Tawny owls and barn owls will 
start hatching in March so we will 
be welcoming our new influx of 
orphans very soon. If you find 
young tawny owls in the wild, do 
bear in mind that they are keen 
explorers and are likely to go out 
for a wander, not necessarily in 
the company of their parents. So 
don’t assume that any tawny owl 
you find out of their nest is an 

orphan. Unless they are in imme-
diate danger, it’s best to avoid 
disturbing them. 

How can you help?
We like making our baby owls 
comfortable when they are with us 
so if you have any old newspapers 
or fleecy bedding you can donate, 
we’d be most grateful. The owls 
are fed a specialised diet of chicks 
and mice, which are also quite 
costly. For obvious reasons, we 
can’t ask you to donate these, so 
any monetary donations towards 
the cost of their food is always 
very welcome. Thank you.

Please release me, let me go...  Tristan gives this gorgeous bird her freedom
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BURT, a rare blond hedgehog, was 
handed into Wellpets in Worle by a 
member of the public and transferred 
to us on 30 September last year. 

The poor fellow was covered in 
diarrhoea and not very well at all. He 
had to be treated for ringworm among 
other things. 

But Secret World animal carer, 
Trudi, says: “I’m delighted that Burt is 
now doing really well. He is currently 
hibernating and will be assessed for 
release when he awakens and if he 
is ready and, if the weather is mild 
enough,  he will return to life in the wild 
with support feeding until he is fending 
for himself once again.”

Blond hedgehogs are extremely rare 
in Britain. They are however common 

on the isle of Alderney in the Channel 
Islands. They are believed to have a pair 
of rare recessive genes that give them 
their black eyes and creamy-coloured 
spines. Contrary to popular belief, they 
are not albino but leucistic. 

It is thought that Alderney has a 
high population of blond or “leucistic” 
hedgehogs because there are no nat-
ural predators on the island and with it 
being an island, it is easy for the strong 
leucistic gene to remain dominant. 

Hedgehog update

Burt, the blond hedgehog

Hedgehog Hotel... Secret World hosted more than 100 hedgehogs on site last winter

26 Secret World – Celebrating 25 years of helping British wildlife

You can support our work with 
hedgehogs for as little as £3 a 
month. Please fill out the form 
at the back of this newsletter.
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Spring is coming...
Hedgehogs usually come out of 
hibernation around mid-March 
to early April, but this may vary 
in years with exceptional weather 
conditions and from one year to 
another. Hedgehogs are nocturnal 
animals and if you should see them 
out and about during the hours of 
daylight then it is a strong indica-
tion that all is not well.  If you find 
a hedgehog and are concerned 
about its well-being,  please use 
gardening  gloves  to pick it up. 
Bring it indoors and put it in a 

high-sided cardboard box with an 
old towel in the bottom so that the 
hedgehog can hide under it. Place 
the box somewhere dark, quiet and 
warm and give Secret World a call 
immediately for advice.

How can you help?
We are grateful for any food 
donations but small meaty kitten 
biscuits are particularly useful espe-
cially for the younger hedgehogs.
Place a hedgehog shelter in your 
garden for any visiting hedgehogs.  
These can be purchased from 
Secret World and hedgehogs may 
use them throughout the year…for 
hibernating through the Winter to 
raising a family in the Summer.

Five-star service...  Every hedgehog in our care gets weighed regularly and micro-chipped

hedgehogs helped623
110 hedgehogs spent the 

winter at Secret World

2016 in numbers
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SECRET World Wildlife Rescue and 
Elmwood School (Bridgwater) have 
been working closely together for the 
last 15 years to create a successful 
work-related learning programme for 
students from the school. Elmwood 
School provides education for 11-16 
year olds with a range of additional 
learning needs, and our work at Secret 
World aims to prepare these students 
for working life. 

Taking part in the programme helps 
to build positive relationships between 
students and adults in a safe environ-
ment and allow students to have fun 
whilst learning about the world of work. 

We have seen around 150 Elmwood 
students benefit from a meaningful 
work-based learning experience at 
Secret World over the years. 

We now have five Year 10 and 11 
students taking part each year; visiting 
Secret World on a weekly basis to com-
plete valuable tasks around the site. In 
the past, they have helped to manage 
the walkways around Secret World, 
trim hedges, clean and tidy outbuild-
ings and even build a dipping pond. 
This year, our biggest project will be a 
wild-flower garden designed with bees 
and butterflies in mind. We are busy 
transforming an area of unused land 

Learning/Outreach

Elmwood School

28 Secret World – Celebrating 25 years of helping British wildlife

people engaged6,169
 46 school visits

2016 in numbers
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into a wonderful wild-flower mead-
ow and hope to have it blooming 
for our summer visitors. Students 
are involved in every aspect of this 
project from researching the needs 
of a wild-flower meadow and apply-
ing for free seeds to designing the 
garden and digging the plant beds. 
Along with wild flowers we are 
hoping to have bird feeders, bug 
hotels and maybe even a hedgehog 
shelter or two! Next time you are at 
Secret World, make sure you pay a 
visit to our wild-flower meadow!

BLUEBELL Barn is now in use for schools 
and groups from across the South 
West. We are still in the early stages of 
using it for learning sessions but have 
run several successful trials and plan to 
increase our on-site school and group 

visits over the coming months. If your 
school or group would like to make use 
of our Grade II learning space with one 
of our exciting British wildlife focused 
workshops, please get in touch via 
learning@secretworld.org or find out 
more on our website. 

Alternatively, families can make use 
of this space by attending 
one of our Open Weekends 
or signing up to our kids 
club – Wild Academy, which 
we run at half terms and 
sometimes in August. 

Details will appear on the 
Secret World website when 
bookings for Wild Academy 
are open.

Wild Academy

Daytime, night-time... Pupils 
from Brookside Academy in 
Street take part in a wildlife 
session in the Bluebell Barn
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A Night in the Orient
MORE than 200 guests enjoyed Se-
cret World’s annual ball and auction 
in October, helping to raise more 
than £7,000 in the process. We were 
honoured to have the BBC’s Tom 
Heap (pictured left) as compère. More 
than 120 items were donated for the 
auction. This year’s “Bug Ball” will 
also be at the Webbingdon Hotel on 
7 October 2017.

Toyah rocks Secret World
NEARLY 1,000 concert-goers came 
through the gates for Music in the 
Meadow in September, providing 
a unique atmosphere for Secret 
World’s inaugural music festival. Five 
local Somerset bands entertained 
the crowd before making way for 
effervescent rocker Toyah and Steve 
Harley and Cockney Rebel. For this 
year, we have planned a Real Ale 
Festival on 25-26 August 2017.
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DECEMBER saw Secret World host 
its first wedding in the recently 
restored Bluebell Barn. The Grade II 
listed building has undergone exten-
sive conservation work with the help 
of the Heritage Lottery Fund, and re-
opened last year as a multifunctional 
learning space and meeting room.

When Samantha and Craig Smith 
from Walton near Street decided to 
get married, they had their heart set 
on finding a special venue. On ap-
plying for their licence, they spotted 
a familiar name on the list of venues. 
Having brought a wounded hedge-
hog to Secret World in the past, they 
knew about the charity’s work but 
were unaware that it was licensed 
for weddings.

“I had a vision for our wedding 
but found it really difficult to find 
a venue to match,” Samantha said. 
“However, we visited the Bluebell 

Barn and knew instantly that it was 
the perfect venue for us.”

“We had 47 guests, and Secret 
World even allowed us to bring Do-
ris, our vintage caravan-turned café. 
It was perfect.”

The premises are fully licensed 
with a modern extension housing 
the kitchen, accessible toilets and 
storage facilities, so they also lend 
themselves to christenings and cor-
porate events. 

The Bluebell Barn has capacity for 
150 evening guests. It seats 50 peo-
ple comfortably, with extra space for 
a bar and marquees.

Accommodation, including luxury 
yurt and log cabins, is available from 
our partners at Wall Eden Holidays.

 For more information about the 
venue, contact Keith Weston via 
events@secretworld.org or on  
01278 768702.

Bluebell Barn hosts its first wedding
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Star runner Alis Bligh-Riddell (right) 
completed three marathons in three 
days in the Atlantic Coast Challenge 
to raise £818 for Secret World. Nine-
year-old Charlie Neale (below) swam 
2,000 metres at the Hutton Moor 
Leisure Centre to raise £538.

Thank you!

Enterprising young lady 
Millie Holden (5, above) 
hosted a Woodland Cafe 
in Rowberrow Bottom 
and raised £209, while 
Core Creative students 
(left) raised £200 for our 
cause through a variety 
of fundraising events.

Thank you!Thank you!

Thank you!

Thank you!

Thank you!
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Thank you!
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Reception staff Marlies Hebdon (right) 
sold her paintings and raised £206 in 2016. 
Amber Nolan (below) organised a two-hour, 
animal-themed Danceathon with her friends in 
High Littleton, raising £392 for Secret World. 

When Hannah Freeman and Mike 
Sadd (below) exchanged wedding 
vows last summer, they asked friends 
and relatives to make donations to 
Secret World instead of buying gifts. 
This very generous idea generated 
£525. And Eric and Ann Brain (right), 
raised £200 in lieu of gifts for their 
50th wedding anniversary.

Also... Sarah Jones took 
part in the Great North 
Run and raised £87. Lynda 
Fleet held psychic eve-
nings and a table top sale 
in Minehead to raise £340. 
The musical Kooky Ukes 
have raised another £100 
through concerts in Bristol. 
And Tony and Janet 
Howe donated more than 
£600 worth of items to 
help the animal care team 
over the Christmas period.

Thank you!

Thank you!

Thank you!

Thank you!
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Spring 2017 newsletter layout - 32pp.indd   33 22/02/2017   18:54:25



Thank you!

Thank you!

Thank you!

Thank you!

Th
an

k 
yo

u!
Thank you! Thank you!

Thank you!

Th
an

k 
yo

u!

Thank you!
Th

an
k 

yo
u!

Furcation’s Tony Vauden and 
Jasper Foxx (left) helped to raise 
£535 at their event in Combe 
Martin by furries for furries, a fan 
base of anthropomorphic animals 
and cartoons. 

John Lewis Cribbs Causeway 
raised £1,077 for Secret World 
via their Community Scheme. 
Pictured below is Alan Andrews 
of John Lewis with Laura Ben-

field, head of animal care services.  
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The Weston Rotary Club and 
Hutton Parish Council raised 
£500 from a dog show at a 
Taste of Somerset. Pictured 
above is Cllr Steve de Bruin 
presenting the cheque at our 
Santa’s Grotto in December. 
Secret World patron Mike 
Dilger (centre, right) teamed 
up with one of our corporate 
partners Brinsea to donate 
two new incubators during 
Brinsea’s 40th Birthday Bash. 
Also pictured is Brinsea’s 
managing director Ian Pearce. 
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Photography Days
Secret World is currently 

carrying out alterations and 
improvements to the site 

which will limit the opportu-
nity for Photography Days in 
2017. Once complete, we look 
forward to re-launching these 
very popular workshops and 
to this end Secret World is 

working closely with Victoria 
Hillman to plan for 2018.
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Secret World has been awarded £12,000 
by Tesco and Groundwork through their 
Bags of Help initiative via the 5p bag 
levy. The grant is for environmental and 
greenspace projects and will go towards 
making Secret World more accessible 
to wheelchair users.  Many thanks to all 
those in Burnham-on-Sea and Cheddar 
that voted for us.

We’re delighted to have been selected for the Co-
op Local Community Fund in Highbridge and 
Woolavington. When members buy Co-op brand-
ed products and services, the Co-op gives 1% to a 
local cause. This money, along with money raised 
from carrier bag sales, is used to support projects 
that benefit the local community. By choosing us, 
you can help raise valuable funds for Secret World. 

The staff and guests of Doubletree by Hilton - Bristol raised £394 for Secret 
World over the Christmas period. Darren Harper and the staff of Babcock in 
Ashton raised another £100 via a Christmas raffle, donations and tuck shop sales. 
Emma Bowring, who regularly donates a percentage of her artwork sales to 
Secret World, also raffled a snowman for £243. And Mr & Mrs Bishop of West-
on-super-Mare made in-kind donations in January totalling £236.

Christmas Raffle 2016
Thank you to everyone that 
bought raffle tickets. The 

£1,000 winner was Vanessa 
Wilmot, and the 10 runners-up 

who each received a set of 
three of Pauline Kidner’s books 

were as follows: Shirley Ste-
phensen, Ian Hill, Molly Rose, 

Ms J Sawyer, Mr & Mrs C 
Letherby, Mrs K Everett, Nicola 
Bower, John Payne, Sue Bailey 

and Mrs G Watts.
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For more information about Secret World Wildlife Rescue, 
please call 01278 783250 or email info@secretworld.org

  @SWWR

Secret World Wildlife Rescue, New Road, East Huntspill, Highbridge 
TA9 3PZ. A company limited by guarantee, registered in England 
and Wales: Company number 4672215, Charity number 1097119.

www.secretworld.org
  facebook.com/secretworldwildlife 

Celebrating 25 years of helping British wildlife

Secret World will be open to visitors this year on 
the following dates:

Major partners

April
14-17 Silver Easter Bonanza
   15 Face the Fire!  
June
  1-2 Wild Academy  
July
14-16 The Healing Weekend  
August
2, 9, 16, 23 Wild & Deadly Wednesdays
4, 11, 18, 25 Face your Fears Fridays
25-26 Real Ale Festival
  28 Summer Party

Face the Fire

Sat 15 April 2017

“The hottest sponsored walk you’ll ever do”
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