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   Secret World numbers: Jan - Sept 2017
  
Rescues by area
Bath                                                       98

Bridgwater                                         492

Bristol / North Bristol                       658

Burnham-on-Sea                               259

Chard & Crewkerne                            64

Devon                                                  32

Radstock & Frome                             54

Evercreech/ shepton Mallet            130

Glastonbury & Wells             198

Highbridge                                        270

Nailsea/Portishead/ Clevedon       157

Somerton & Langport          64

South Bristol                                       91

Taunton                                             209

Watchet/ Minehead                           74

Wedmore                                             55

Weston-super-Mare                         231

Yeovil                                                  128

Others                                                 840

Total                                                  4,104

Rescues by species
Amphibians & reptiles 12

Badgers 68

Bats 101

Birds of prey & owls 101

Corvids 244

Deer 28

Foxes 73

Garden birds 1,042

Gulls                                 482

Hares & rabbits 156

Hedgehogs 334

Mice/voles/moles/rats 156

Otters 2

Pigeons & doves 734

Water birds, inc swans 214

Others  357

Total                               4,104



animal casualties, we have spent the 
summer investing in our site; repairing 
the waterfowl pens, laying our “Jubilee 
Pathway” and constructing a new 
storage compound ready for our move 
away from the rented facilities at the 
farm.  Consolidating our facilities onto 
the land owned by the charity will make 
us more effi  cient and save us money, 
another step in our journey towards 
long-term sustainability.
We have also invested in our animal care 
team during the summer, welcoming 
new members to help with the ever-
increasing infl ux of animals needing our 
care.  We’re also pleased to have new 
faces in our fundraising and education 
teams, giving those functions renewed 
focus and vitality.  
We constantly seek to improve our 
governance and during the summer our 
Trustee board has seen the departure 
of Paul Edwards and Tory Smith and the 

arrival of Rebecca de la Bedoyere and 
Roger Branton.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to publicly thank Paul and 
Tory for their time and commitment, 
and to welcome Rebecca and Roger 
who bring new skill sets, expertise and 
energy.  You will hear more from Rebecca 
on page 5.

Hearing from our volunteers
   One important innovation that 
has been particularly pleasing is our 
Volunteer Consultative Group.  This 
group, which meets every two months, 
provides a direct line of communication 
from our dedicated volunteers to 
management and Trustees.  Any 
volunteer can raise issues or concerns 
through the group by emailing vcg@
secretworld.org and feedback from the 
meetings is circulated by our regular 
email newsletter.  I have attended each
of the three meetings held to date 

Welcome

Hello, and welcome to our autumn 
edition of “Wildlives”.  I hope you 
have had a good summer and have 
managed to relax a little more 
than we have at Secret World, 
where it’s been very busy indeed!
    Inside this edition you will read about some 
of the things that have kept us so busy includ-
ing the release of our four otters, and our Wild 
and Deadly Wednesday events.
    Aside from caring for and releasing our
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and along with a Trustee at each, we 
have discussed a range of topics from 
volunteer induction packs and protective 
clothing to open day arrangements.  
I would like to thank the members 
of the group for their forthright and 
enthusiastic manner, which make the 
meetings so valuable.

The future
The modernisation and redevelopment 
of any charity is achieved through 
steady and phased progression.  Over 
the last eighteen months we have taken 
great strides in recognising the areas 
in which we need to move forward, 
and putting measures in place to eff ect 

those changes.  The next phase of our 
development will be the planned move 
to a permanent animal rehabilitation 
facility on site.  I will be handing over the 
reins to a new CEO to lead the charity 
through that next phase as I return to 
Yorkshire at the end of the year.  It has 
been a fantastic experience to lead 
Secret World through a signifi cant period 
of modernisation and I will leave feeling 
proud of what has been achieved.  Thank 
you all for the support you have given 
me, and let me close by wishing Secret 
World a long and very successful future.

Paving the way...  the new Jubilee Pathway, part funded by Tesco's Bags of Help.
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Yours,

David Foulds, CEO



I joined the board of trustees in February, though my fi rst encounter with Secret 
World was last summer, when I attended a Wild and Deadly workshop with 
my young daughter. Little did I realise at the time how closely involved with 
the charity I would become! I was struck on that day by what a special place it 
seemed; the volunteers and staff  all spoke passionately about the vital work 
Secret World does, and I was transported back to my seven year old self - mad 
about wildlife and determined to save any creature in danger! 
Over the years my love of wildlife and conservation has not abated, and it is 
an honour to be able to play my part in ensuring this important charity can 
survive and fl ourish. I have worked in the charity sector for over 13 years, both 
in marketing & communications, and latterly 
in fundraising. In my current role I manage the 
fundraising at Wiltshire Air Ambulance. I am able 
to bring experience of fundraising, volunteer 
and supporter care, charity governance and 
change management to the board, and I’m also 
learning a lot at the same time. I’ve even taken 
part in a fi rewalk as part of the silver anniversary 
celebrations! 
Although I’m only fi ve months in, I’m fi nding 
it both challenging and rewarding, and I look 
forward to guiding and supporting the charity 
team into the future.

Rebecca de la Bedoyere, Trustee
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Healing Weekend
This Summer saw a record breaking 
6,000 people visit the site for our Healing 
Weekend, raising an incredible £14,689 for 
Secret World.
The event included over 180 exhibitors, 90 
workshops, talks and performances.
A big thank you to everyone who helped 
out during the weekend!
Put the 2018 dates in your diary: 13th, 14th 
and 15th of July.



   "Traps for animals conjure up all 
   sorts of horrible images, but
   sometimes they are necessary to
   help animals" says Secret World
   founder Pauline Kidner.
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  carefully left out late at night! 
    We use them in all kinds of 
situations – maybe an injured animal 
has been reported and we want to 
see how badly aff ected they are. 
But we can also use them if we have 
young badger or fox cubs brought 
in to us and we want to try and see if 
we can put them back to their own 
natural mother. Setting a trap camera 
allows us to see if a nursing female 
is still around and there have been 
many times when ‘mum’ and ‘baby’ 
have been re-united successfully. 
Tristan, our release manager, can use 
them to fi nd suitable release sites, 
checking on what species are found 
at a site.
   The best use has been to monitor 
animals that we have released, 
and it is wonderful to see natural 
behaviour such as foraging, preening 
and integration with others. They are 
quite expensive as they cost £150 
each, but it really can be interesting 
to see who you share your garden 
with at night. We don’t have that 
many but we do get a lot of

Traps: the good and the bad.

   We at Secret World use humane 
traps in certain situations. They are 
never used lightly as there are lots of 
complications, but when an animal is 
reported as being severely injured, or 
infected with things such as mange, 
then there is a need to try and catch 
the animal in the most humane way to 
help it. 
   Trap cameras on the other hand, are 
a completely diff erent kind of ‘trap’ 
and are now used by many people to 
see what visits their garden at night. 
Triggered by movement, these cameras 
only start when something moves 
about. Many a cat has been caught red 
pawed stealing the hedgehog food

Caught on camera: two little owls.



information from them and they are a 
very valued piece of equipment.
   People don’t realise that some of the 
traps that get used can be very cruel 
and cause suff ering. We hear about 
the terrible glue traps that are used for 
catching small rodents, but unless they 
are managed, the animals do die a slow 
death. The awful A24 trap approved by 
DEFRA for use on rats and stoats also 
kills hedgehogs. The British Hedgehog 
Preservation Society are putting together 
a petition to get them withdrawn - keep 
an eye out for it.
   One of the traps that does cause 
damage to wildlife is fl y papers and we 
have had two situations recently. One 
was a swallow that was stuck to fl y paper 
and it lost lots of feathers. Unfortunately 
this meant that the tiny bird would 
never fl edge again in time to leave for 
the winter migration so was sadly put to 
sleep. The very lucky casualty stuck in the 
glue was a Long Eared Bat who was fi rst 
taken to a vets and they were unable to 
separate the bat from the paper. So the 
bat, still stuck to the paper, arrived here 
already minus quite a bit of fur.

It was a question of slowly smoothing 
margarine all over the bat using a paint 
brush, delicately covering the webbing 
of the wings, its ears and all over the 
body. Slowly the bat was able to use its 
wings that had been completely stuck 
to its body. All the glue could not be 
removed in one go so it was a case of 
keeping the bat warm in an incubator. 
The next day, another application of 
margarine was followed by a soapy wash 
to remove the grease. A rather bald 
bat was soon free of the glue that had 
been covering her body. She is now fully 
recovered, has regrown her fur and is due 
to be released in the next few days.
   We are hoping there won’t be too 
many insect repellents being used on 
October 7th at the Webbington Hotel 
as the theme of this year’s Auction and 
Ball is an Ugly Bug Ball! As it is the 25th 
anniversary of our charity we are hoping 
it will be a bumper event raising funds to 
care for the animals that come through 
our doors. Why not join us! Details are 
found on page 29.
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already minus quite a bit of fur.

Left: an injured bat receiving help, and right, back to normal.



Bye bye Immy, Storm, 
Drift and Lorna
    We’ve recently said goodbye to four 
long term residents: Immy, Storm, Drift 
and Lorna.
    Otter cubs stay with us for a long 
time because they would naturally stay 
with their mothers for up to 18 months, 
and so we release them at a time that 
they would naturally be becoming 
independent in the wild.
    We have released them individually, 
as this gives them the best chance of 
survival, whilst minimising any potential 
negative impact on existing populations 
in the area. 
    In the fi rst instance, they were moved 
to soft release pens. When the fences 
eventually came down, they were free 

to come and go as they pleased. 
Post release monitoring is diffi  cult with 
otters, as they are transient and don’t 
tend to stay in the area where they are 
released. We did pick up some exciting 
footage at the site where we released 
Drift though! We know that he was 
taking support food for about a week 
after the fences came down, and after 
four days we picked up two otters 
together on camera. Could it be that 
Drift found a friend? We’d like to think 
so.
    We are grateful for the support 
and expert advice from Somerset 
Otter Group, UK Wild Otter Trust, and 
members of the IUCN Otter Specialist 
Group, and to the kind landowners who 
helped us by providing release sites – 
many thanks to all involved!

Otter update

Otters....Immy and Storm when they arrived at our site.Otters....Immy and Storm when they arrived at our site.
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You can support our work with otters for 
as little as £5 a month. Please fi ll out the 

form at the back of this newsletter.



Winter is coming...
Otters do not hibernate; their thick 
waterproof coat keeps them warm 
during the winter. 
They can be vulnerable to � oods 
though, so if you live near water and 
a storm strikes, it is worth keeping 
an eye out for otters whose nest 
might have been disturbed by rising 
waters. 

How can you help?
Otter cubs are really expensive to 
rehabilitate. They eat � sh and lots of 
it! 
Immy, Storm, Drift and Lorna went 
through four whole trouts a day and 
ate a fair amount of minced meat 
too. 
Your donations help us fund their 
expensive diet.

Spotted....Drift picked up on camera after the release.

A donation of £10 will feed 
an otter for 4 days.

Help an otter

Spotted....Drift picked up on camera after the release.
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   A team working on the extension and 
refurbishment of Whitehall Primary 
School in Easton, Bristol, discovered a 
three-week-old fox cub alone in a hedge 
on Good Friday.
   The following Wednesday, the cub, 
now christened Derek by the team, was 
found again, this time hiding in a lift 
shaft. 
   Once the team had managed to coax 
their furry visitor out, they brought 
it to Secret World Wildlife Rescue for 
rehabilitation.   
   Upon arrival, we discovered that 

Derek was actually female so the team 
decided to rename her Dereka. 
  Despite having spent a few days 
fending for herself, she was found to be 
in fairly good health. After being treated 
for mange, she was put with three other 
orphaned cubs of a similar age. 
   We will release them as a group as 
soon as we have found them a suitable 
habitat.

Fox update

Full tummy: feeding the fox cub.Full tummy: feeding the fox cub.
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Dereka the fox cub
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You can support our work with foxes for as 
little as £5 a month. Please fi ll out the form 

at the back of this newsletter.



Winter is coming...
From September, cubs will break 
away from the family group to go in 
search of their own habitat. 
In late winter, the vixens will dig 
several potential breeding earths in 
preparation for mating season from 
January onwards.
Foxes tend to keep to themselves 
and while they do not hibernate, 
they will stay hidden throughout 
winter to preserve their energy.

If you suspect a fox is injured or 
ill, avoid picking them up yourself 
unless they are in immediate danger. 
Instead, give us a call and we will 
advise the best course of action. 
How can you help?
Foxes are omnivores, which means 
they will eat virtually anything they 
come across, be it poultry, rats and 
slugs, along with fruit, berries and 
roots. 

Foxes in our care tend to be fed dog 
or puppy meat and puppy biscuits, 
and we are always grateful for 
donations. 

Hiding: Getting ready for Winter

A donation of £20 will feed an 
orphaned cub for a week.

Help a fox

Hiding: Getting ready for Winter
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Our fi rst badger cub of 2017, Starlight, 
was just 10 days old when he was found 
alone in the cold. When he arrived at 
Secret World, he was badly dehydrated 
and suff ering from a chest infection.

It’s always hard to predict how an 
orphan will fare, especially when so 
young, so the animal carers were 
delighted when he responded well to 
his treatment of antibiotics and started 
feeding properly.

Starlight is now a healthy young 
badger and will soon be released back 

into the wild along with four other 
friends he made here at Secret World. 

The smallest badger ever 
seen

In May, we welcomed the smallest 
badger we’d ever seen. Gnat, so named 
because of his size, was estimated to 
be eight to ten weeks old and weighed 
just over 500g when he arrived. That’s a 
quarter of the size he should have been! 

Gnat has thrived while in our care and 
has made a friend called Bumblebee.

The pair, along with another couple of 
cubs, are now preparing to be released. 

When orphans 
arrive at Secret 
World, they are 
put into family 
groups and will 
remain in these 
groups and be 
released together 
as a unit. 

Badger update

Hungry cub: Starlight feeding from her bottle.

Starlight the badger cub
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You can support our work with badgers 
for as little as £5 a month. Please fi ll out 
the form at the back of this newsletter.



Winter is coming...
Badgers do not hibernate but they 

slow down and stay hidden in the 
colder months. They will put on a lot 
of weight in the autumn to see them 
through the lean winter season, 
when worms and other foods are 
scarce. 

In wet and cold weather, they sleep 
deeper and longer and may stay 
underground in their sett for days at 
a time. Badger cubs will start being 

born anytime from January. 

How can you help?
Each year we rescue and rehabilitate 
about 20 badger cubs who will spend 
seven to eight months with us and 
each will cost a minimum of £1,500 
to wean and rehabilitate. 

Badger cubs are fond of puppy meat 
and puppy biscuits so we are always 
grateful for any donation of those, 
particularly at this time of year. 

We also like to give them puppy 
chew toys for enrichment so those 
are always gratefully received too. 

Playtime: Gnat and Bumblebee

A donation of £40 will pay 
for a can of specialist milk 
feed for a badger cub until 
they are weaned.

Help a badger

Playtime: Gnat and Bumblebee
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Specialist courses 
at Secret World

Wildlife rehabilitation and release for veterinary professionals
Designed for veterinary surgeons, registered veterinary nurses, veterinary students 
and student veterinary nurses. Others who work in a veterinary environment 
(receptionists, animal care assistants etc.) will also fi nd the course of interest.

22 April 2018 • £100

Course 1: 
Introduction to wildlife 
rescue and rehabilitation
The ethics of wildlife care and human 
intervention can impact on the casualty,  
other wildlife and people. We look at the 
kinds of equipment used to capture and 
rescue animals and examine the basic 
principle of orphan rearing.

20 Jan, 4 March, Aug 15, 11 Nov 
2018 • £50

Course 2:  
Wildlife handling and care
How to handle animals in a safe and 
responsible way using protective 
equipment. The importance of hygiene. 
How to organise animal accommoda-
tion. Specifi c housing, feeding and care 
requirements for common birds and 
mammals. 

28 Oct 2017, 25 Feb, 29 Sept 2018• 
£50

Course 3:  
Assessment and fi rst aid 
in wildlife casualties
The course looks at how to make to 
make triage decisions, techniques for 
euthanasia. Principles of fi rst aid and fi rst 
aid techniques.   

10 Feb, 21 Oct 2018 • £50

Course 4:  
Wildlife rehabilitation 
and release
Fitness for release. Pre-release assess-
ment, release criteria. Post-release 
monitoring techniques with practical 
sessions including trail cameras, RFID 
and artifi cial setts.

12 Nov 2017, 17 March, 25 Nov 
2018 • £50
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For full course details, go to: 
www.secretworld.org



Secret World went wild    
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This summer Secret World played host to spiders, 

snakes, scorpions and other creepy crawlies as part 

of the Wild and Deadly Wednesday events.
                                                               

                                                                    

Presented by Bugfest’s Nick Wadham, the Wild and Deadly show aimed to 
open up this aspect of nature in an educational environment. 
During August hundreds of people came through our doors to take part in 
his thrilling interactive show, where the stars included a boa constrictor and a 
tarantula. 
Inbetween performances, visitors who were brave enough, had the 
opportunity to handle many of the creatures involved.
Snakes, spiders and insects are common phobias and there are usually people 
who get the shivers just from looking at them.  Nick helps people to overcome 
these phobias. 
He is also passionate about educating and inspiring the next generation of 
young naturalists and highlighting the importance of looking after wildlife. 
This fi ts in with the ethos of Secret World, who believe that education is crucial 
in engaging youngsters and teaching them how to empathise with wildlife.
Along with the bugs, visitors were able to meet our resident birds and learn 
more about them from our knowledgeable bird handlers, as well as our 
resident foxes, badgers, and Polly the deer.
Our next Wild and Deadly Show is Wednesday October 27th.



Volunteering
Top 3 reasons why volunteers join Secret World: 

How to get started as a volunteer...

If you are considering volunteering for Secret World, 
or just wondering if this is for you, you can fi nd out 
more in the following ways:

(i) Go to the Secret World website and look at the 
volunteer role profi les:
www.secretworld.org/volunteer

(ii) Speak to our volunteer co-ordinator Duncan: 
01278 768704 (direct), or email him <volunteer@
secretworld.org>

(iii) Attend a volunteer training day.

1 
“To help conserve 

native British Wildlife”

2 
“To learn 

something new.”

3 
“To meet people”
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If you are considering volunteering for Secret World, 
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 New External Relations Team
As well as several new members of animal care staff  joining 
the Secret World team this Summer, External Relations take 
on a whole new team.

With Secret World celebrating its 25th anniversary this year, the charity has been 
undergoing a number of changes to secure its future. 
Educating children and raising funds are both vital parts of the charity and we 
have new faces to fulfi l these roles.
Head of External Relations Samantha Hannay, who joined in April, said: “I’m really 
excited to have an enthuasistic new team with me. Between us we have lots of 
ideas that will be incorporated into our learning and fundraising plans.”

   Gemma Clark: Fundraising and
    Events co-ordinator (middle).

   “I really wanted to work for Secret
    World and had been keeping an eye
    on their vacancies for some time. 
    When this job came along it was too
    good an opportunity to miss. I’m
    really looking forward to bringing a
    fresh approach to fundraising and
    events at Secret World. I’m also keen
    to better engage our supporters on
    our digital channels.”

   Laura Durrant: Community and 
    Regular Giving Offi  cer (right).

   “Up until now my work has been
    focused on improving the lives of
    people but I wanted a new challenge.
    Now I will work to improve the lives
    of animals, and I am very excited 
    about it. I want to ensure that we 
    build a strong community of support
    around Secret World and I want to 
    foster long-term relationships with
    our donors and supporters.”

   Ellie Wallace: Learning and 
    Engagement Offi  cer (left).
    
    “I think Secret World has a lot of 
    valuable lessons to teach 
    children. I’m really keen to 
    strengthen the brand of our 
    educational capabilities and
    encourage more learning visits to 
    the site.”



This is a special year for Secret World, as 
we celebrate our Silver Jubilee. To mark 
this momentous occasion we launched 
the Silver Challenge. Together with 
Diverse Fine Food we want to make 2017 
a year to remember for helping  British 
Wildlife.

That’s where you come in. Can you 
climb mountains, run marathons, or 
take to two wheels and cycle across the 
country? Or is baking cakes, singing, 
or swimming more your cup of tea? 
Whatever you like to do, you can do it 
while raising money to help injured, ill 
and orphaned animals. 

We’re asking you to take part in 
anything you can get sponsored for and 
set a minimum target of £100.

A number of Secret World staff  and 
volunteers (bottom) have joined the 
challenge, pledging to raise a minimum 
of £100 each. 

Head of Finance Tracey Healy and 
Finance Offi  cer Daniel Harding cycled 
100 miles as part of the Jurassic Beast 
Cycle. 

Reception worker and animal carer 
Harry Petheram took on the Taunton Half 
Marathon, while Volunteer Co-ordinator 
Duncan Cousens is preparing to run a 
half marathon. 

Alison Cox and her husband Gary 
cycled the Strawberry Line from Yatton 
to Cheddar and our Release Co-ordinator 
Tristan Cooper and volunteer response 
driver Pete Blannin walked over fi re!

To sign up visit the 
silver challenge page at 
www.secretworld.org.

 facebook.com/secretworldwildlife   @SWWR

www.secretworld.org
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For more information, please contact us
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...and much more!
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Silver Challenge
What can you do to raise £100 for us?



 facebook.com/secretworldwildlife   @SWWR

www.secretworld.org
Rescue • Rehabilitate • Release
For more information, please contact us
tel 01278 783250 e-mail info@secretworld.org
Company number 4672215 and Charity number 1097119.

Amsterdam • Bath • Berlin • Blackhills • Bridgwater • Brighton 
Bristol • Burnham-on-Sea • Cardiff • Dorset • Exmoor • Frome 

Herepath • Jurassic Coast • Langport • London • Longleat 
Portishead • Scotland • Taunton • Weston-Super-Mare • Yeovil

Celebrating our Silver Jubilee!
Secret World Wildlife Rescue and Diverse Fine Food have teamed 
up to celebrate 25 years of caring for sick and injured wildlife.

Join in, sign up and choose from dozens of activities to help British wildlife.

• Visit www.secretworld.org/silver-challenge 
• Donate via text: “SWWR25 £10” to 70070

Family fun

...and much more!
Cycling

From 
families to 

serious athletes,  
there’s something 

for everyone!

Family fun

...and much more!
Running



20 Secret World – Celebrating 25 years of helping British wildlife

How you can help

Make a monthly donation.
£3 feeds a baby bird for 3 days.
£5 feeds a baby bird for a week.
£10 feeds four otters for a day.
£20 will place a deer on a drip.
You can also gift aid it.

Donate your 
old £1 coins.
Place them 
in our 
collection 
tins or bring 
them in.
The old 
pound will 
stop being 
legal tender 
on Oct 15th.

Buy a lottery ticket.
We are one of the Somerset West 
Lottery good causes. 50p from 
every ticket comes to us.
www.somersetwestlottery.co.uk/
support/secret-world-wildlife-
rescue

Donate plants.
You can buy 
one of our bee 
friendly plants 
for our Bluebell 
Barn border and 
help encourage 
wildlife on site.

  Amazon Wish List.
  Buy an intem from 
  our Amazon wish list:
  https://goo.gl/ppMw6A

 Adop an animal.
From £5 a month adopt an 
otter, badger, fox, deer, owl 
or hedgehog. Visit www.
secretworld.org for an 
adoption form.

 Text Donate.
Text SWWR and amount to 
70070.

Buy a brick.
Our Jubilee Pathway runs from the car 
park to our Bluebell Barn.
For £50 you can buy a brick and have 
a lasting testamony of your love of 
wildlife.



Interview with Michaela Strachan
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In June we caught up with Michaela Strachan, a long-standing 
patron of ours. We discussed her love of the animal world and her 
relationship with Secret World.

What fi rst sparked your interest in 
wildlife?
Not everyone starts with an interest in 
wildlife, and my passion for it actually 
developed when I was older and grew 
with the programmes I did.
Something that really sparked my 
interest early on was a holiday to Kenya 
at the age of 12. I remember sitting on 
the top of a jeep looking out onto the 
wildlife and having romantic ideas of 
cuddling baby lions.

What inspires you about the animal 
world?
The simple nature of it. Animals have a 
clear goal in mind and a reason behind 
the way they behave – humans are 
driven by greed and selfi shness. 

What do you believe to be the most 
pressing eco issues that we are facing?
People who are unwilling to share 
resources. Our natural instinct is of 
course to survive, but at what cost 
to our environment? I feel that what 
we think of as progression is not 
progression in the environmental 
world. We strive for more and more 
and live increasingly stressful lives, 
never satisfi ed. If we stopped to think 
now and then, maybe we could see 
things diff erently.

What made you decide to become a 
Secret World Wildlife Rescue patron?
I fi rst got to know Secret World through 
fi lming The Really Wild Show and 
Animal Rescue Squad. I love people 
who change their own lives to help 
wildlife.

If you were to share one tip on how 
people can make a diff erence to wildlife 
what would it be?
People are fencing off  their gardens so 
hedgehogs are being restricted in their 
movement and access to food sources. 
Making a ‘hedgehog-sized’ hole in the 
fence can help them travel through 
their natural habitats to fi nd food and 
nesting sites.  It’s a simple thing that can 
make a diff erence.



   Arti - short for Artichoke – is a roe 
fawn who came to Secret World at 
the end of May. 
   Arti was found lying alone in a 
Somerset fi eld and was seemingly 
injured. He was unable to stand on 
his own and was very lethargic. 
   We took him in and hand-reared 
him until his health started improving. 
He has gone from strength to 
strength and is now a boisterous 
youngster. 

    Deer like to eat natural trees and 
shrubs, such as hawthorn, willow, 
rose, blackthorn, elder and oak. As 
you can see from the photo Arti has a 
particular liking for roses! During the 
summer, we sent a plea out to people 
who had some and were trimming 
back their gardens, to drop cuttings 
in for us. Thank you to everyone who 
responded, Arti and friends were very 
grateful!
   Arti should be fully weaned soon 
and will be prepared for release back 
in the wild in the autumn. He will  
be put in a soft release pen in his 
new territory with minimal human 
interaction. This is an essential step to 
get him used to his new environment. 
Then we will remove the fences but 
still provide Arti with support feed 
to ensure he has the best chance of 
survival.
   We also equip our release sites 
with camera traps so we can carry on 
monitoring the animals in the wild for 
a while afterwards.

Deer update

Feed me.....Arti enjoys his rose.Feed me.....Arti enjoys his rose.
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You can support our work with deer for as 
little as £5 a month. Please fi ll out the form 

at the back of this newsletter.



Winter is coming...
Winter can be a dangerous time 
for deer. As the nights draw in, 
humans are around more in the 
dark and we see an increase in 
deer coming in who have been hit 
by a car. 
We advise people to be aware 
that there may be deer on the 
roads, especially country roads 
surrounded by woodland, and 
drive carefully.
If you are unfortunate enough to 
hit a deer, or you fi nd one on the 
side of the road, pull over safely 

and call us for advice.  We may 
ask you to cover its head with a 
blanket if it is safe to do so, as this 
reduces the stress experienced 
by the animal. We then advise 
stepping a short distance away, 
but waiting near the animal until 
help arrives.

How can you help?
Throughout the winter we start 
preparing for orphaned fawns, 
which will start arriving in April/
May.
You can help by donating money 
to fund their food and medical 
equipment needed to treat them.

Getting better......a roe deer fawn on a drip.

A donation of £20 will pay 
to place a deer on a drip to 
recover.

Help a deer

Getting better......a roe deer fawn on a drip.
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In June, Secret World admitted three 
orphaned little owls which all came 
in from diff erent locations at diff erent 
times. 

The fi rst to arrive had been found by 
a farmer on his land. It was unable to fl y 
and was dehydrated as it was a very hot 
day. 

The second owlet had been found in a 
country lane, was grounded and being 
attacked by crows. As a result, he had 
suff ered a head wound which has now 
healed.

The third was found clinging to a 

windowsill in the pouring rain, newly 
fl edged and orphaned. 

The three little owls are all doing 
well at present and are being reared 
as a group by Trudi, one of our animal 
carers. Our Release Co-ordinator Tristan 
is organising their release for later in the 
year. 

Tawny owls
In May, we also welcomed three 

tawny owlets. One was found very wet 
and bedraggled after a rain shower, 
the other two were found all alone by 
passers-by. 

They are now 5 months old and are 
getting ready for release.

 

Owl update

Three little owls

Three little owls... the trio are doing well.
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You can support our work with owls for as 
little as £5 a month. Please fi ll out the form 

at the back of this newsletter.



A donation of £20 will pay for 
the veterinary examinations 
to ensure an owl’s eyes are 
healthy before release.

Help an owl

How can you help?
All the owls coming for 
rehabilitation at Secret World 
are � tted with British Trust for 
Ornithology (BTO) rings. We do this 
to keep track of their movements 
and monitor survival rates. 

The information provided by the 
BTO ringing scheme is vital for 
conservation e� orts as it helps us 
understand changing population 
sizes over time and is the � rst step 

in reversing declines. If you � nd a 
ringed bird, please do make sure 
you report it.

Our owls are fed a specialised diet of 
frozen chicks and mice which is also 
quite costly. For obvious reasons, 
we can’t ask you to donate these so 
any money donations towards the 
cost of their food is most welcome.  
You can donate online at www.
secretworld.org.

Getting better...an owl being cared for before being released.
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Fred was admitted to Secret World in 
early July. Weighing just 200g, he was 
underweight for his age and was found 
wandering around in a garden during the 
day. 

A member of the public took him to 
a local vet in Clevedon where it was 
discovered that at some point he had 
become trapped in garden pea netting. 

Sadly, the netting had become 
embedded into the skin underneath his 
chin and had caused a large wound. Once 
the netting had been removed under 
anaesthetic, Fred was admitted to Secret 
World for continued care.

Trudi, one of our animal carers, is 
currently looking after him and we are 
so pleased he is doing well; the wound 
is beginning to heal and he is putting on 
weight.  

Smoky the Hedgehog
Smoky was found hiding in one of the 

fi re engine buildings at the Weston-super-
Mare fi re station. He was in a carrier bag 
where he had crawled to get some rest.

He was young and rather small. 
Typically, “autumn juveniles” or 
hedgehogs born late in the year, struggle 
to put on enough weight to hibernate 
successfully so he was brought in to us for 
rehabilitation.

On arrival, Smoky was weighed and 
found to be underweight at just 303g. 
He was also suff ering from a heavy worm 
burden. Staff  at Secret World treated him 

for worms, after which he started eating 
well on his own.

Our objective is always to rehabilitate 
and release the animals in our care but 
before he could be released back into 
the wild, Smoky went into hibernation 
and so he remained with us until the 
Spring. 

Secret World rescues and rehabilitates 
over 500 hedgehogs each year and over 
100 of those spend the winter at Secret 
World’s hedgehog hibernation “hotel”.

Our animal carer Trudi visited the fi re 
station to fi nd a suitable release site 
within the grounds and our response 
driver Cindy set Smoky free.

Lee Wright, the fi re station site 
manager, said: “We are very happy to 
welcome Smoky back on the station 
grounds."

Hedgehog update

Fred the hedgehog
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You can support our work with hedgehogs 
for as little as £5 a month. Please fi ll out the 

form at the back of this newsletter.



Winter is coming...
Hedgehogs are nocturnal which 
means that they should only be active 
during the hours of darkness. A few 
exceptions to this may be pregnant 
females gathering nesting materials 
just before they give birth, or perhaps 
a new mum taking a break from 
feeding her young in the nest to go in 
search of food or water.
Towards the end of Autumn 
hedgehogs will begin to look 
for suitable places to build nests 
(known as hibernacula) to use for 
hibernation. Favourite sites are often 
under hedges, inside compost heaps, 

underneath timber buildings and 
sheds and sometimes even in old 
rabbit burrows.  

How can you help?
It would be a good idea to o� er 
support food to the hedgehogs in 
your garden to help them build up 
reserves for hibernation; a dish of 
meaty wet cat or dog food and some 
small meat � avoured cat or kitten 
biscuits with a small dish of fresh 
clean water, put out at dusk, would be 
ideal.
Autumn is a good time to put a 
hedgehog box in your garden.  You 
could buy a ready made one, or 
make your own. Hog House kits are 
available to purchase at Secret World, 
or bring the family to our 'Dogs and 
Hogs' day on Sunday November 19th 
and build your own.

Release: Smoky is set free back at the fi restation.

A donation of £30 will help 
see a hedgehog safely over 
winter at Secret World.

Help a hedgehog
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Learning and engagement

Here at Secret World we passionately believe in the importance of education. By 
teaching children about the wildlife around them and how to look after it, we are 
helping to preserve British wildlife for generations to come.
As part of our dedicated learning programme we have spent the Summer 
engaging with lots of children and families:
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In total we made 652 crafts: 
including seed bombs, badges, 
masks and snake mobiles.

  We ran 5 Wild Academy events. Children aged 5-12 turned detective 
  for our Animal Detective School and learnt how to search for animals
  before making casts of their tracks.

  A lot of fun was had by youngsters who joined our Poo Party... and
  learnt whose poo is whose.

  The next Wild Academy is taking
  place during the October half 
  term and will focus on autumn
  treasures. 

   We worked with young people
  from the National Citizen Service
  who volunteered with us over 3 
  days. They helped at a Wild and
  Deadly event and created crafts
  and games for our Summer Party.

  Our Learning and Engagement 
  Officer and bird handling team
  joined in with an owl day in Bristol
  and engaged with around 400 
  adults and children.    

Keep an eye on our website for future events: www.secretworld.org.
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BOOKINGS FOR TABLE OF 10 RECEIVES 2 FREE BOTTLES OF WINE!
Webbington Hotel   Tel: 01934 750100   To book accommodation

www.secretworld.org Registered Charity no. 1097119

Please contact: 
pauline.kidner@secretworld.org

or 01278 783250

l Live music from Area 52
l Three course meal  
l Casino and cabaret
Dress code: Fancy Dress* or black tie.

* There will be a prize for the best fancy dress

WEBBINGTON HOTEL, LOXTON, BS26 2XA
Saturday 7th October 2017

Time:

6.30pm
- 1am

Tickets:

£40

Celebrating our 25th Silver Anniversary

In aid of

NO FLEAS OR COCKROACHES ALLOWED. IT’S GOING TO BE A GREAT NIGHT!
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Meet our Secret World Ambassadors.
At Secret World we have a number of resident birds of prey who have been 
born or bred in captivity. We are unable to release them into the wild as they are 
used to human contact, and cannot hunt for food themselves. These birds live in 
aviaries on site, and go out into the community with our bird handlers to talks 
and events.

       Star - Tawny owl
    Star was brought to us in 2011. She was seen 
    in someone’s garden and when the home 
    owner went outside, she flew down and landed
    on his arm. It seems that she was hand reared 
    and not very old as she was very brightly 
    coloured.
    Star is very friendly and loves being out and 
                                                                    about meeting people.

   Tinnun - Kestrel
     Tinnun was born in captivity. Recently the
     numbers of kestrels have declined as a 
     result of habitat degradation due to 
     continuing intensive management of
     farmland. Tinnun is one of the ambassadors
     of his species used for educational talks.
    Tinnun is very vocal and always makes lots 
    of noise when he is about to go on a walk.

          Daphne - European eagle owl
       Daphne is our female European Eagle owl.  
        She was taken on by us when the centre she  
        was living at closed.
        The European Eagle owl is often found in 
        Europe and Asia. Besides being one of the
        largest living species of owl, it is also one of
        the most widely distributed.
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               Zazoo and Shadow - Barn      
            owls
             Zazoo came to Secret World in 2002
                                                                                aged 3 years old. He was an unwanted
                                                                                pet and is unable to be released back to
                                                                                the wild as he is too tame.

                                                                                Shadow came to us as a rescue when she
                                                                                flew into someone's kitchen. We have 
                                                                                been unable to find her owner, and she
                                                                                is now keeping Zazoo company.

                                                                                You can tell the difference between the
                                                                                two owls as Zazoo has much whiter 
                                                                                feathering.

   Mumbles - Bengal eagle owl
    Mumbles has been with us since the end
     of May 2011. From a 3 month old chick she
     was kept as a pet and was handed over to
     be cared for at Secret World at the age of 3.
     The Bengal eagle owl is a species of large
     horned owl normally found in South 
     Asia.
     Mumbles' bright orange eyes are an 
   indicator that these owls hunt in the day.

   Goodbye Dennis
   In July we sadly lost Dennis, our male 
    European eagle owl. Dennis was with
    us for years and was a big part of the
    Secret World family. He was estimated to 
    be around 80 years old.

   We will miss you.
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Happy endings!
   This swan came into our centre after being attacked by a dog. She had a mate
    and babies waiting for her so it was very important that she was
    released as soon as she was well enough. When our volunteer released her, she
    soon found her family and was accepted back into the fold.

  A huge number of gull chicks
  brought in during the two hot weeks 
  in June. In August we released 60
  back into the wild.

   We said goodbye to Burt, a rare
   blonde hedgehog, who left us to
   go back into the wild.
   Burt came to Secret World covered in  
   diarrhoea and had to be treated for
   ringworm. We are so pleased that he 
   had his happy ending! 

  

  This grass snake was caught in netting and 
had to see our vet for stitches. After treatment 
and a stint in our hospital he returned home.        
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  Combining the charming character of the Bluebell Barn at Secret World with 
the luxury bridal suite and accommodation at Wall Eden Farm, you can create a 
wedding package that is unique...and even a little quirky.
   We know that each bride and groom have their own dream and vision for their 
special day and we work with you to create a wedding day that will be truly 
memorable.
   Whether you are seeking a country, rustic wedding or one that is chic and 
stylish, The Bluebell Barn offers you the ability to decorate the venue to suite 
your theme.  Set in the heart of the Somerset countryside within the grounds of 
Secret World, the tranquil surroundings make it a unique venue for a wedding or 
family celebration.
   Wall Eden Farm, nestled alongside the River Brue, can give you a touch of 
adventure with its range of activities, pampering and accommodation in the 
beautiful luxury log cabins.
   The Bluebell Barn can seat up to 50 wedding guests and all profits go to caring
 for wildlife at Secret World. 



Leave a gift in your will.
If like us you have a love and passion for wildlife in the UK, a legacy gift could 
help conserve our vulnerable British wildlife for future generations, even after 
you’ve gone.

  In the South West every year thousands of wild animals – including species at
  risk such as otter, hedgehog, hare and many of our best known birds - are
  orphaned or injured. Secret World treat and care for these animals to give them
  the best chance of being released and surviving back in their natural habitat.

A gift in your Will could give the gift of freedom.
Legacies and gifts are hugely important to the work we do treating and 
rehabilitating wild animals, with over half our work being funded by our 
supporters in this way. Without these people who have left us a gift in their 
Will, we could not continue to care for the more than 5,000 animals brought 
to us every year.

   How your gift could help
  A bequest to Secret World – no matter how large or small - could help in many
  ways: education, conservation, the environment and wildlife preservation.

  £5,000 would fund wildlife education activities for 50 schools to inspire the 
  next generation to protect and conserve our native species and habitats.

  £10,000 would fund a research programme to monitor the behaviour, 
  rehabilitation and successful release of animals back into the wild , with special
  monitoring and tracking cameras.

  £30,000 would help to install new technology, rehabilitation equipment 
  and animal enclosures to give the animals the best chances of release and 
  survival back in the wild.

  £120,000 would fund 3 months of veterinary treatment and care of 
animals that arrive at Secret World
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"Please consider leaving a legacy gift to Secret 
World. I know it will make such a difference to the 
animals in their care."
Valerie Singleton, Patron.
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  Summer open day

   Hundreds of people made the most of the
   sunny bank holiday and attended our 
   Summer Party.

   There was fun for all ages, with facepainting,
   crafts, games and a taekwondo 
   demonstration. 

   The day saw the opening of our Jubilee
   pathway, which runs from the car park to the 
   Bluebell Barn. The pathway, part funded by
   Tesco, provides disabled access to the site.

   The event raised a fantastic £2,680.45.
  Thank you to everyone who helped us to 
   make the day such a success.

   Join us for our Easter open
  day on March 31st.
   



36 Secret World – Celebrating 25 years of helping British wildlife

 Bob (right) who lives in Yeovil, held 
a garage sale, where he sold all his 
unwanted itemsand then donated the 
money he made to us. 

This is a great way to have a clear out 
while knowing you are helping to sup-
port sick and injured wildlife.

Thank you!

Jane Lambert (left) is preparing 
to cycle 105 miles over the Scotish 
Highlands. As part of her training she 
completed the 57 mile Great Western 
Ride. She was met at the fi nish line by 
her very supportive dog!  So far Jane 
has raised £1,457.

Thank you!Thank you!

Thank you!
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Woolavington Coop 
(right) donated £250 at the 
opening of their new store. 
We took two of our resident 
owls along to collect the 
cheque.

Thank you!



Thank you!

Thank you!
Thank you!

Thank you!
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   Sue said: “I had always wanted to go to 
Machu Picchu for my 60th birthday. I did a lot 
of research and found that the best way to 
arrive there was to walk the Inca Trail, the same 
way it would have been done centuries ago. 

“I booked a holiday to Peru with a friend which 
would culminate in walking the Inca Trail to 
Machu Picchu. As Secret World is such a big 
part of my life and they too are celebrating a 
landmark birthday this year, I decided to get 
sponsored for the walk.”

The funds raised by Sue will go towards a new 
aviary for one of Secret World’s oldest and 
much-loved residents, Daphne, the European 
eagle owl. 

Sue said of her adventure: “I enjoyed every 
second of the trail even though at times it was 
very strenuous and the altitude made it diffi  cult.

Volunteer Sue Wells (right and below) 
showed that her boots were made for 
walking by taking on the Inca Trail in 
Peru, raising £515. 

Sue started working with us as a re-
sponse driver 5 years ago then trained 
as a bird handler and animal carer. 

Thank you!

Thank you!
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Thank you!

When we succeeded in 
reaching the top of Dead 
Woman’s Pass at 4,215m, the 
sense of achievement was 
amazing. 
“Completing the Inca Trail to 
Machu Picchu was one of the 
best experiences of my life. I 
can’t think of a better way to 
raise funds for a charity I am 
passionate about and as a 
bird handler, knowing that the 
money will go towards a new 
aviary for Daphne is just the 
icing on the cake.”
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Thank you!

Thank you!

Thank you!

Siblings Lucy and Jack Farrel 
have been on a mission to tackle 
littering at their school after they met 
our founder Pauline Kidner last year 
during the Birders Against Wildlife 
Crime (BAWC) Conference.
Lucy created posters and a newsletter 
to show her classmates how 
discarded household items can pose 
a huge threat to animals. Meanwhile, 
Jack, an aspiring animation fi lm 

maker, produced a short fi lm to be 
shared online. Thank you!

Thank you!

Ben and Indi (right) sold 
some delicious smoothies 
and icecreams and raised 
£100. They visited Secret 
World to present a cheque to 
founder Pauline.

Artist Emma Bowring did 
this amazing fox painting and  
made a donation from the sale 
to Secret World.

Thank you!

Thank you!

Thank you!
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A number of supporters 
including Malcolm and his 
daughter Jude (left) very kindly 
made us these splendid perches 
for our corvids.

Thank you!

Thank you!

A number of supporters 
including 
daughter 
made us these splendid perches 
for our corvids.

Przemek 
Smiechowski (right) 
held a Spanish night - 
raising £286. Gracias 
Przemek!

A big Thank You to 
everyone who has 
donated kitten food for our 
hedgehogs. We are always in 
need of more, so if you have 
some you could give us we 
would be very grateful! Just 
drop it off  in reception.

Thank you!

Thank you!



For more information about Secret World Wildlife Rescue, 
please call 01278 783250 or email info@secretworld.org

  @SWWR

Secret World Wildlife Rescue, New Road, East Huntspill, Highbridge 
TA9 3PZ. A company limited by guarantee, registered in England 
and Wales: Company number 4672215, Charity number 1097119.

www.secretworld.org
  facebook.com/secretworldwildlife 

Celebrating 25 years of helping British wildlife
Secret World Events Calendar.

Major partners

 October
 7                     Ugly Bug Ball
 24, 26             Wild Academy
 25 Wild and Deadly 
 28 Wildlife Course 2                  
 November
 12                   Wildlife Course 4
 19                   Dogs and Hogs
 December
 3, 10, 17         Santa’s Grotto
 7, 14, 21         Christmas workshops  
 January
 20 Wildlife Course 1
 February
 10 Wildlife Course 3
 13, 14, 15 Wild Academy
 17                   Face the Fire
 25                   Wildlife Course 2
 March
 4 Wildlife Course 1
 17 Wildlife Course 4
 27, 28 Wild Academy

 28 Wildlife Course 2                  


